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Royal St George’s

Royal Portrush (2019)

St Andrews (2015)

Carnoustie (2018)

Royal Liverpool

Turnberry

Royal Troon (2016)

Muirfield

Royal Lytham & St Annes

Royal Birkdale (2017)
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Forward trends in sport and sustainability

12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



The sustainability in sport movement
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Major sport events
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“Legacy of major 

sport events”

“… legacy aspects 

with a focus on 

social, economic 

and environmental 

sustainability”



23



The Open Sustainability Strategy
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A. Venue

i.   Club and course management

ii.  Site protection

iii. Site restoration

B.  Staging

i.  Procurement

ii. Energy

iii. Catering

iv. Materials; reuse and recycling

v.  Community engagement 

vi. Safety management

C.  Communications

i.  Media engagement and reach

ii. Training and awareness

D. Partnership

i.  Patrons, Official Suppliers and Contractors

ii. Local community

iii. Government

E. Legacy

i.  Advocacy and education

ii. Projects

iii. Industry standards



• Club and course management

Venue
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Voluntary Sustainability Standards
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ISEAL Alliance
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Golf’s sustainability standard
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• Site protection

Venue
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• Site restoration

Venue
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• Procurement

Staging
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• Energy

Staging
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• Energy: transport

Staging
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• Energy: transport

Staging
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• Catering

Staging
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• Materials; re-use and recycling

Staging
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• Community engagement

Staging
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• Safety management

Staging
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• Media engagement and reach

Communications
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• Training and awareness

Communications
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Official Patrons
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• Patrons, Official Suppliers and Contractors

Partnership
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• Local community

Partnership
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• Government

Partnership
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• Advocacy and education

Legacy
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• Advocacy and education

Legacy
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• Golf  Development

Legacy
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Enabled directly by the ongoing commercial success of The Open 
Championship,  The R&A delivers a ‘Working for Golf’ programme which 
invests surplus funds in a variety of global projects aimed at encouraging 
more people to play more golf in more places more often.  Total annual 
spend is in the region of £10 million, channelled through a network of 

affiliated organisations in 138 countries.



• Golf  Development

Legacy
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Legacy
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Under the ‘Working for Golf’ banner,  The R&A invests in key areas affecting the 
playing and development of golf worldwide.  These include:

• Rules governance and education
• Equipment testing and research
• Coaching
• Special needs golf
• Provision of playing equipment
• Provision of greenkeeping machinery
• Grassroots initiatives
• Support for public facilities
• Professional golf
• Amateur events
• Student golf
• Heritage
• Advocacy for sustainability
• Education and scholarships
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• Projects

Legacy
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• Industry standards

Legacy
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Any questions?

Thank you for listening
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